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The Politics of Biodiversity Conservation 

Closing Date: 31 October 2021 

PhD Scholarship 

The profound disruptions and unpredictable nature of the Anthropocene have engendered 

interest in investigating the role politics plays in environmental conservation. Political parties 

worldwide span a continuum from left to right (Fig. 1). Still, the role of political actors along 

this continuum in protecting our environment has not been quantified, despite being 

fundamental to determining the future of our planet. This research project will review the 

evolution of global politics over time and relate the scale of progressive versus conservative 

governments against a suite of factors that reflect biodiversity conservation successes, 

including the conservation status of biodiversity, the area of protected area estate, rate of land 

clearing, and funding for environment departments, alongside covariates that may influence 

political decisions, like a country’s wealth and education levels. 

 

Fig. 1. The Political Continuum (https://www.informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/left-vs-right-world/)  

This project will scale from a global perspective (using the V-Party Dataset: https://www.v-

dem.net/en/data/data/v-party-dataset/) to national and local perspectives to explore the 

influence of philosophical ideologies of political parties on biodiversity conservation. The 

research will also explore whether political actors could defy their political inclinations and 

act in the best interests of the society to protect the ecosystem. There will be scope to expand 

this project to assess the efficacy of environmental actions within the NGO and private 

sectors. The expected outcomes will elucidate the politics and environmental conservation 

nexus and provide critical insights to improving conservation action and advocacy 

worldwide. 

Selection criteria: 
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To undertake this project successfully, the student will need to have a strong background in 

the economic and political issues relating to environmental conservation. Prior experience 

working in government or industry on issues pertaining to environmental conservation will be 

viewed favourably but is not required. Publications will also be helpful in securing the 

scholarship. 

PhD Scholarship details 

Funding: The student will compete for a Vice Chancellors PhD Scholarship at the University 

of Newcastle worth $28,597 per annum (2021 rate) indexed annually. For a PhD candidate, 

the living allowance scholarship is for 3.5 years, and the tuition fee scholarship is for 4 years.  

Supervisors: Frank Agbola (Frank.Agbola@newcastle.edu.au) and Matt Hayward 

(Matthew.Hayward@newcastle.edu.au) 

Available to: Domestic students 

Eligibility Criteria: 

The applicant must have an honours or Masters degree. The candidate must be able to 

commence by the start of Semester 1 2022. 

Application Procedure: 

Interested applicants should send an email expressing their interest along with scanned copies 

of their academic transcripts, CV, a brief statement of their research interests, and a separate 

proposal that specifically illustrates their interests in the research project by briefly exploring 

the linkages between politics and biodiversity conservation (2 pages). 

Please send the email expressing interest to both Frank.Agbola@newcastle.edu.au and 

Matthew.Hayward@newcastle.edu.au by 5 pm on 31 October 2021. 

Applications Close: 31 October 2021 
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