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AWMS2021 
Field trips and Workshops 
 

Every year the AWMS conference provides a number of pre- and post-

conference field trips and workshops. Typically, seats are limited, so book early 

to not miss out. But if you are interested in a fully booked field trip/workshop, 

please put your name on the waitlist in case we receive a cancellation or can 

increase the number of seats depending on demand. A description for each 

field trip/workshop can be found below, and the booking for can be found at 

the bottom of our conference website www.awms.org.au/AWMS-conference-

2021 . 

Monday 6 December 2021 

Environmental DNA for Biodiversity Surveys 
Time: 9am-3pm, Cost: AUS$115 (no catering included) 
The one-day workshop will demonstrate the use of eDNA for conducting biodiversity 
surveys using the example of aquatic macroinvertebrates. Topics included are: 

1. Water sampling using the ANDe backpack sampler 
2. DNA extraction from sample collected 
3. Amplification of a targeted DNA gene region for species identification 
4. Sequencing using Oxford Nanopore Technology (Minlon) 
5. Data analysis and interpretation 

The workshop will be of interest to all wildlife scientists and managers who wish to develop 
skills and further their knowledge in the use of environmental DNA for a variety of 
biodiversity and biosecurity applications. 
 

Drones for Wildlife Management 
Time: 10am-1pm, Cost: AUS$50 (packed lunch included) 
The workshop will include a short presentation on Wildlife Drones' radio-tracking 
technology and the journey to translate a research prototype into a user friendly tool, as 
well as examples of how this technology has contributed to wildlife and invasive species' 
management projects across Australia and globally. 
You will see the tech up close and personal, gain insights into drones & sensors that are 
great for a range of wildlife management applications. We will demonstrate Wildlife Drones 
in action in a local nature reserve just 10 minutes from AWMS venue, watch the data stream 
in from up to 40 tags simultaneously, see mortality signal alerts in real time, see all results 
mapped in real time, even when offline and gain hands-on experience. 
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Students Mentoring Workshop 
Time: 2-5pm, Cost: Free, (no catering included. Drinks, such as afternoon tea or coffee, can 
be purchased in the nearby University refectory) 
Topics to be discussed include, finding a post-doctoral position, where to get funding, how 

to write a successful funding application, publishing in scientific journals, and where to after 

postgraduate study? 

The workshop is free. The workshop will precede the conference Ice-breaker which will be 

held nearby. 

Thursday 9 December 2021 

Mulligan’s Flat Woodland Sanctuary – Night Tour 
Time: 5pm – 11pm, Cost: AUS$100, Finger-food included 
Jojn us for a finger-food supper at the Wildbark Learning Centre, Forde, and enjoy a number 
of presentations on “Science in the Sanctuary”. After that we will go on a ranger guided 
night tour of the Sanctuary to see some of the wildlife! 
 

Friday 10 December 2021 

Tidbindilla field trip 
Time: 9am – 3pm, Cost: AUS$60, packed lunch included 
We are going to visit the Northern Corroboree Frog captive breeding and recovery program. 
Followed by a Rock-wallaby Walk to learn about the Brush-tailed Rock wallaby breeding and 
recovery program. We’ll have lunch at the Ribbon Gum Theatre with some Cultural heritage 
talks/demonstrations followed by guided tour around the Sanctuary. We’ll also visit the 
Grassland Earless Dragons captive breeding and recovery program and Northern Corroboree 
Frog ringtanks. 
 

Kangaroo Management Fieldtrip 
Time: 9am-2pm, Cost: AUS$60, packed lunch included 
The field trip will take us to Mt Majura look-out where we hear some presentations from 

stakeholders on the why, what and how of kangaroo management in the ACT 

- ACT Parks and Conservation Service – managing reserves 

- Friends of Mt Majura ParkCare group – volunteer effort 

- Rural lease – managing rural lands 

- ACT Government - ecologists 

- ACT Government - operational coordinators 

From here we drive to Jerrabomberra grassland reserve where we have lunch and listen to 

presentations from stakeholders on the where to from here? 

- ACT Parks and Conservation Service – what’s working? 

- ACT Government (Conservation Research) – fertility control 


